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Frankfurt am Main, 26 July 2024

Open letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Justice of Denmark

Subject: Arrest of Paul Watson by the Danish Police in Greenland on grounds of a politi-
cally motivated Red Notice issued by Japan

Dear Minister for Foreign Affairs Lars Legkke Rasmussen,
Dear Minister of Justice Peter Hummelgaard,

The GMVV & Co. GmbH is a strategic think tank, registered with the Parliament of the Euro-
pean Union and the Commission in the EU Transparency Register under Section IV, special-
ized in research in the field of criminal law and justice in connection with the protection of
human and civil rights. We are writing in cooperation with the non-profit Faust Kultur Foun-
dation, which promotes literature, arts and culture to strengthen democratic pillars in modern
society, regarding the arrest of Paul Watson by Danish police in Greenland when the Captain
Paul Watson Foundation ship, the John Paul DeJoria docked for refueling.

Environmentalist Paul Watson was arrested in Greenland under a politically motivated Interpol
Red Notice issued by Japan over ten years ago. The political motivation of Japan and Costa
Rica to prevent Paul Watson from traveling through international arrest warrants is well known.
Costa Rica has dropped its charges against Watson. Due to this background, many countries
do not execute the international arrest warrant. Now, however, the Danish police in Greenland
have ignored this unwritten rule, as Germany did in 2012. The Red Notice is believed to be
linked to Watson'’s previous interventions against whaling in the Antarctic.

Watson was taken into custody in the port of Nuuk, the capital of the Danish autonomous
territory, and is to be brought before a district court, which will decide on his possible extra-
dition to Japan. The Captain Paul Watson Foundation reported that more than a dozen police
officers boarded the ship and took Captain Watson away in handcuffs. The ship was on its
way to the North Pacific with 25 volunteer crew members to stop a Japanese whaling ship.

In 2008, Australian customs officials captured images as part of a surveillance operation to
gather evidence of illegal whaling that contradicted Japan’s claim that the whales were being
caught for scientific research. These images included an adult and a young minke whale with
fatal wounds, reportedly caused by an explosive-filled harpoon, being pulled aboard the Jap-
anese whaling ship NISSHIN MARU, which until 2023 was part of the Japanese whaling fleet.
The images showed the dead protected minke whales on the deck of the Japanese whaler
NISSHIN MARU that was falsely labeled as a “research vessel”. Its bigger and faster successor,
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the whaling mother ship and modern slaughter factory ship KANGEI MARU, poses a global
threat to whales and marine life in a new scope since May 2024.

Europe, and Denmark as part of the EU, has banned whaling. Paul Watson’s conservationist
efforts against the illegal killing of protected whales in international waters by the Japanese
whaling fleet, and the protection of our oceans is in the European and Danish public interest.
Against the background of the political motivation behind Japan’s Red Notice against Paul
Watson, we do not understand why Denmark acts as an enforcer for the Japanese whaling
industry when no other country has felt compelled to do so since the Red Notice was issued.

Please take a stand against the extradition of Captain Watson to Japan. In 2012, Germany
had arrested Paul Watson on grounds of a politically motivated Red Notice issued by Costa
Rica. This arrest was not just, which is why Interpol has officially erased the Red Notice from
its system and Costa Rica dropped its charges against Captain Watson after a change of gov-
ernment, which highlighted the clear political motivation of Costa Rica at the time. The world
is watching closely, and as politicians, writers, researchers and lawyers who monitored the
German arrest of Paul Watson closely, we believe that Denmark will do the right thing and
will not proceed on grounds of a politically motivated Red Notice that is an abuse by Japan
of the Interpol Red Notice system.

We call on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Justice of Denmark to
acknowledge that the Interpol Red Notice issued by Japan is politically motivated and as
such does not comply with Interpol standards and should not be executed.

We also call on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Justice of Denmark to
acknowledge that the arrest of Paul Watson and the possible extradition to Japan on
grounds of this politically motivated Red Notice is unsubstantiated.

In conclusion, we call on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Justice of Den-
mark to immediately release Paul Watson and to reject Japan’s extradition requests as
politically motivated.
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Bergesgrundweg 3

60599 Frankfurt am Main
Germany

T +49 69 68091920

F +49 69 68091948

Contact persons:

Dr. Michele Sciurba, LL.M. (Liverpool) Sarah C. Schuster, M.A.
Managing Director Head of Research
sciurba@gmvv.eu schuster@gmvv.eu
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Signatories

Ben Emmerson, QS, QBE, International Lawyer, formerly UN Special Rapporteur on Counter-
Terrorism and Human Rights

Rudolf Tillig, Chairman of the General Works Council Germany SAS Scandinavian Airlines,
formerly Deputy Chairman of the SPD Airport Works Group Frankfurt

Thomas Bettinger, Vice Chairman of the Working Group of Christian Employee Organizations
(ACA) Rhineland-Palatinate

Dr. Michele Sciurba, LL.M. (Liverpool), Managing Director GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank
Nicole Thamm, Managing Director GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank

Sarah C. Schuster, Head of Research GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank

Liam Grunsky, Researcher GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank

Jana Bajalovic, Researcher GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank

Virginia Hildebrandt, Researcher GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank

Annick Ibold, Researcher GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank

Wilfried Stein, Director of Administration GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank

Michael Detjen, Former Member EU-Parliament, Social Affairs Consultant GMVV & Co. GmbH
Think Tank

Attorney at Law Dr. Gerhard Griner, Legal Advisor GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank
Attorney at Law Jochen Winter, Legal Advisor GMVV & Co. GmbH Think Tank

Ardi Goldmann, Entrepreneur and Human Rights Activist

Bernd Kammerer, Press Photographer and Editor Non-Profit-Magazine “Faust Kultur”

Iris Schultheis, Editor Non-Profit-Magazine “Faust Kultur”
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